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You are in a relationship 
with John.
Jane poked you!
You have two voicemails 
from John.
@Jane1991
Dinner was great tonight!
John1991
Liked your photo
Jane wrote on your timeline:
“I love you baby! <3”
Messages John
11:30 PM
Details
100%
Hey baby, can I pick 
you up at 6 tonight?
Absolutely, I'll see you 
then. Can't wait. :) 
My Invisible Relationship
Messages Jane
11:30 PM
Details
100%
Wanna get sushi 
tonight?
I'm so sorry, I can't! 
What about Saturday?
Sure! See ya then.
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Have you been single for too long, but aren’t interested in a relation-
ship? Maybe Mom is nagging you to find a 
man, or your co-workers won’t stop asking 
questions about your love life. The Invisi-
ble Boyfriend is a real-life service meant to 
provide you with text conversations, pho-
tos, the story of how you met each other 
The invisible relationship hits the web
Choose an invisible boyfriend or girlfriend to fool your friends and family
Leah Kelley
Editor-in-Chief
Kelley.90@wright.edu
and other social media proof that you’re 
in a relationship.  
The mission statement is clear. “Invis-
ible Boyfriend gives you real-world and 
social proof that you’re in a relation-
ship—even if you’re not—so you can get 
back to living life on your own terms.” 
The only question is who needs this 
sort of thing? The Invisible Boyfriend isn’t 
just a way to placate your mother; it’s a 
way to tell Bob at work that he needs to 
leave you alone because you’re taken, or 
an excuse to get out of that bowling date 
with Jerry.
To use the Invisible Boyfriend program, 
“You will choose a boyfriend from our ex-
tensive library, customize his personality 
to your tastes and decide how you will in-
teract. Then you’ll be able to live your life 
the way you want,” the website says. 
Are you perhaps looking for a girlfriend 
instead? A similar website exists entitled 
Invisible Girlfriend with the exact same 
premise and you can have as many of 
them as you want as long as you use dif-
ferent contact information. 
The price for your deceit is only $24.99 
a month, and that includes 10 voicemails, 
100 text messages and one handwritten 
note. For FAQ and subscription informa-
tion, check them out online.
Mamer leads Raiders to 
a win
Page 11
Dayton bikeshare 
program in the works 
Page 5 
Men’s basketball falls 
at Valpo 
page 10
V
ask.fm/mandyadvice
“My friends tease me for 
drinking cheap beer!”
Page 3
R is for rock climbing 
Page 12 
Graphic by heather clauson
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GUARDIAN STAFF
The Guardian is printed weekly 
during the regular school year. 
It is published by students of 
Wright State University in 
Dayton, Ohio. Editorials without 
bylines reflect the majority 
opinion of the  
editorial board. Views expressed 
in columns, cartoons and  
advertisements are those of the 
writers, artists and advertisers.
The Guardian reserves the right 
to censor or reject advertising 
copy, in accordance with any 
present or future advertising 
acceptance rules established 
by The Guardian. All contents 
contained herein are the express 
property of The Guardian.  
Copyright privileges revert to the 
writers, artists and photographers 
of specific works after publica-
tion. Copyright 2015 The Guard-
ian, Wright State University. All 
rights reserved.
CAMPUS 
EVENTS: 
Wednesday, March 18
•	 Visiting	Writer	Series:	6pm-7:30pm.	
Robert	&	Elaine	Stein	Galleries
•	 Baseball	vs.	Northern	Kentucky	6:30	
pm.	Nischwitz	Stadium
Thursday,	March	19
•	 In	the	Shadow	of	the	Reich:	5pm.-
9pm.	Student	Union	Apollo	Room.
Friday,	March	20
•	 Baseball	vs.	Milwaukee	Nischwitz	
Stadium	6:30pm.
Saturday,	March	21
•	 Mammoth	Cave,	Caving	and	Hiking	
Trip:	Saturday,	March	21	6:30am	-	
Sunday,	March	22	8:30pm.
Sunday,	March	22
•	 Last	day	to	drop	with	a	W	grade:	
(All	day)
Monday,	March	23
•	 Jazz	Guest	Guitarist	Performance:	
8pm-9:30pm.	Shuster	Hall
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Fax: 775-5535
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3640 Colonel Glenn Hwy.
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MATTRESSES FOR SALE: Queen Pillow-Top Mattress 
Set $149. Twin-Queen Black Diamond Bedroom Groups 
$399. Twin-Queen Bed Frames $39. Brand New Over-
stock Items!!! Call: (937) 668-5111
Dayton Pool Management is now accepting applica-
tions and hiring for pool managers, lifeguards and gate 
attendants.  Please apply online at: www.dayton-pmg.
com/employment/application.
Your photo could be shown here! Just include  
#WSUGUARDIAN to enter and your  
Instagram of WSU could be chosen for our next issue.
Instagram
Photo of the Week
COLLEGE STUDENTS WANTED! Are you 
looking for a spring and summer job?  Knicker-
bocker Pools is interviewing for the upcoming 
pool season for both retail and construction.  PT 
and FT positions available. Send your resume to 
info@knickerbockerpools.com or apply in person 
at any of our six locations. Must be 18, have your 
own transportation and be available evenings and 
weekends. Drug free, non-smoking and EOE.
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3OPINION
Everyone knows the clas-sic tale of “Cinderella.” 
While the 2015 version is not a 
direct remake, there are many 
similarities to the 1950 ani-
mated musical film. Lily James 
stars as the title role Ella (Cin-
derella). Richard Madden was 
cast as Prince Charming, Cate 
Blanchett as Lady Tremaine 
(the Wicked Stepmother) and 
Helena Bonham Carter as the 
Fairy Godmother.
This cast was incredible. 
Even though “Cinderella” is a 
classic tale, the movie had me 
wrapped around its prover-
bial finger and mostly because 
of how amazing this cast was. 
James had Ella’s character 
down to a T: her everlasting 
kindness and her ability to be-
lieve in the good in everyone. 
Cate Blanchett was extraor-
dinary at being wicked, espe-
cially her laugh. It had my skin 
crawling.
“Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt” is a com-
edy television series exclusive 
to Netflix created by Tina Fey 
and Robert Carlock. Ellie Kem-
per (“The Office”) stars as the 
charismatic 29-year-old Kimmy 
Schmidt, who is forced to adjust 
to life in New York City after 
being trapped in a bunker for 
fifteen years as part of a dooms-
day cult.
REVIEW: Cinderella hits theaters
REVIEW: “Unbreakable Kimmy 
Schmidt” is charming
“Bippity boppity boop!”
Chase Coe
Coe.14@wright.edu
Contributing Writer
Leah Kelley
Kelley.90@wright.edu
Editor-in-Chief
The set, cinematography and 
CGI were visually stunning. I 
am not sure if I had ever seen 
a movie that was so incredibly 
beautiful. I would have loved to 
see just how much work went 
into making all of the costumes 
because I probably would have 
been suffocated by all of the 
beautiful fabric.
“Cinderella” played down the 
cruelty in the film quite a bit. 
There is a reason the stepmom 
and stepsisters are called “wick-
ed” after all. While there was 
some anger, it seemed to remind 
me of the pettiness of “Mean 
Girls” rather than true hatred, 
which is a disappointment. I am 
not saying that they should have 
beat her up or anything, but I 
think it should have been a bit 
more dramatic, especially the 
tearing of the dress. The after-
math was extremely emotional, 
but the drama of the moment 
fell flat.
“Cinderella” was an excellent 
Schmidt finds lodging with 
Titus Andromedon, a gay per-
former with dreams of Broad-
way. With little context of her 
current society, Schmidt then 
finds work as a nanny for the 
wealthy Voorhees family in 
Manhattan. The next thirteen 
episodes are history.
“Unbreakable Kimmy 
Schmidt” is over-the-top, col-
orful and filled with amusing 
current-day anecdotes. Watch-
ing Kimmy navigate the wild 
jungle that is New York City is 
retelling of an ageless tale. The 
cast was superb and captured 
the story with elegance and a 
beautiful clarity. Again, props 
to the backstage crew: you 
made this film gorgeous. The 
audience will laugh, cry and fall 
in love with this classic story 
about family, romance and ex-
travagant dances.
entertaining and viewers form 
a strong attachment for the 
former “Indiana Mole Woman” 
who longs to break away from 
her association with the dooms-
day cult that stole fifteen years 
of her life.
The first season, which first 
aired March 6 of this year, has 
already promised viewers a 
second season. This kooky new 
show is bound to monopolize 
the entirety of your next free 
Saturday.
V
Dear Mandy,
My boss asked me out on a date last night. I’m 
completely scared of her, because she’s super 
controlling and intimidates everyone at work. 
I had no idea she was interested in me and I’m 
nervous that if I say no she’ll treat me horribly at 
work. WHAT DO I DO?
 -Mike
Disclaimer: Ask Mandy is satirical and intended for 
humorous purposes. The views and opinions reflected are 
those of Mandy, not The Guardian as an organization.
Dear Mike,
Obviously, if you’re interested in her you should give 
her a shot.  However, it sounds like you’re not and 
you’re more concerned with your job being on the 
line. From what you’ve said, she has been completely 
unprofessional in this situation and should never 
have put you in this awkward position. You owe her 
nothing, even though she is your boss. You don’t have 
to go out on this date with her. Hopefully she’ll be an 
adult about the whole thing and not treat you differ-
ently at work, because if she does that is harrassment. 
If she does, politely talk to her about it. If you’re too 
scared to do that, do your best to avoid her or find a 
new job. Life sucks.
Love,
Mandy
ask.fm/mandyadvice
Dear Mandy,
All my friends make fun of me for drinking cheap 
beers, but I’m a college student and that’s all I can 
afford! How can I tell them I’m just a normal kid?
-Cary
Dear Cary,
You’re right, there’s nothing wrong with cheap beer.  
That $5.99 six pack definitely has its place in society.  
Everyone has had to come to grips with buying the 
cheap beer at some point in their life. It turns out 
you’re in that place right now. Don’t worry, there will 
come a time when you can afford Great Lakes or any 
other six pack that’s more than $8, but that time has 
not yet arrived.  Stand your ground. Get a job. Make 
money. Buy better beer. If you follow that timeline, 
you will surely be on the road to success. Cheers!
Love,
Mandy
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The Wright State Police 
Department will undergo a 
gradual rotation of new pa-
trol and K-9 vehicles to re-
place current ones before 
maintenance issues catch up 
to them. 
Replacing the current pa-
trol vehicles will be several 
2016 Ford Interceptors, all-
wheel drive SUVs with V-6 
engines to help with fuel 
economy. 
This rotation comes as a 
result of the approval of the 
Municipality Leasing Pro-
gram, in which nine to 11 
new vehicles will be brought 
in through upcoming fiscal 
years starting in July. These 
leased vehicles will stay with 
the PD for three to four years 
before being swapped out 
again.
“This is the first time in 
Wright State Police history 
that we’ve been on a regular 
rotation of cars,” said Chief of 
Police David Finnie.
There will be two K-9 ve-
hicles, a marked truck for the 
Wright State Police leases a new 
fleet of vehicles for patrol  
Dylan Dohner
News Editor
Dohner.6@wright.edu 
Nutter Center, an unmarked 
administrative car, and the 
chief’s car. The rest will be 
patrol vehicles.
“In the past, we’ve basi-
cally just driven cars un-
til they were ran into the 
ground,” Finnie said. He and 
the department want to get 
ahead of the costs of future 
vehicle maintenances. They 
also want to increase interior 
space for patrolling officers, 
as updates in equipment are 
making the current vehicles 
a little cramped.
Wright State intends to 
hold their own auction for 
the old vehicles, where be-
fore the university sent them 
away for auctions hosted by 
other divisions. The WSU PD 
intends to keep two old ve-
hicles for reserve.
Two vehicles, one patrol 
and one K-9, will be ordered 
soon before the fiscal year 
ends. After July 1 another 
patrol and the second and 
final K-9 vehicle can be or-
dered. The following fiscal 
years will see two new patrol 
vehicles each year until they 
have all been swapped in for 
the old ones. 
The new patrol vehicles 
will be driven 16 hours a 
day for two shifts, then rest 
for eight hours. K-9 vehicles 
will only be driven by the 
dog owners. These vehicles 
follow a leasing pattern 
separate from the patrol 
vehicles in that they will be-
come the PD’s after a time 
rather than rotating out. “It’s 
my intent that the two canine 
vehicles will serve the life of 
the dog,” Finnie said.
Finnie will meet with vp 
of Student Affairs Dan Abra-
hamowicz later this week to 
discuss concepts for body 
cameras for the WSU PD. 
They would be looking into 
10 cameras, sponsored by 
the same vendors who sup-
ply the PD’s in-car cameras. 
The Faculty Senate Dis-tance Education Task 
Force is in the process of 
assessing current distance 
education activities and in-
frastructure to determine in-
stitutional strengths, weak-
nesses, and opportunities 
with the goal of promoting 
student success.  
Within this assessment, 
the plan is to begin training 
Wright State faculty and staff 
to get them more acclimated 
to Pilot, as this will be their 
only option for distance-
learning education come Fall 
2015 when Course Studio 
becomes obsolete.
The first annual Leading 
Innovation in Finance Today 
(LIFT) Summit is being host-
ed by Wright State Univer-
sity’s Raj Soin College of 
Business.
The summit, or sym-
posium, is designed 
“for practicing profes-
sionals in the banking, 
insurance, accounting, 
investing and financial 
planning industries” and 
will focus on: the role of 
social media in client re-
cruiting and retention, 
assisting women with their 
unique financial planning 
needs, the advisor’s practice 
succession planning and the 
financial advisor’s role in 
meeting the non-financial 
Out with the old: 
Course Studio replaced 
and faculty Pilot 
training begins
First annual Raj Soin Summit to detail the power of 
financial diversity
Sean Pollock, faculty direc-
tor for the Center for Teach-
ing and Learning (CTL) and 
the chair of the Faculty Sen-
ate Distance Education Task 
Force, explained the main 
purpose for CTL.  
“The Center for Teach-
ing and Learning supports 
teaching excellence and in-
novation across the universi-
ty, and one way we do this is 
through Pilot faculty training 
workshops offered by our 
instructional design team,” 
Pollock said.
So far, the orientations are 
directed toward faculty and 
not students, as CTL only 
focuses on faculty teaching 
needs.
needs of clients throughout 
their life.
 “We thought an annual 
symposium would be an ex-
cellent way to engage our 
alumni in the region and 
bring them to campus to 
enhance our undergraduate 
student experience at the 
same time,” said Marlena 
Akhbari, Ph.D., chair at the 
Department of Finance and 
Taylor McKinley
News Writer
McKinley.25@wright.edu
Olivia Rutherford
News Writer
Rutherford.24@wright.edu
Financial Services.
 “This symposium allows us 
to bring top notch speakers 
to town to talk about issues 
that the financial services in-
dustry face every day and at 
the same time call attention 
to the industry and its grow-
ing need for profession-
als.”
Those attending the 
summit will benefit from 
listening and interacting 
with many experts in 
various financial fields.
LaVaughn Henry, 
Ph.D. will be the key-
note speaker at the LIFT 
Summit. Henry currently 
serves as Vice President 
and Senior Regional Man-
ager at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Cleveland-Cincinnati 
branch. Henry is very accom-
plished and has attained 20+ 
years of diverse experience 
in the various fields includ-
ing: business, consulting, in-
terest rate risk and govern-
ment affairs.
Joanne Li, Ph.D., dean of the 
Raj Soin College of Business, 
said: “Financial services and 
planning are absolutely criti-
cal to the economic success 
of the region and the country. 
Without them we could have 
a huge population of millen-
nials who are unprepared 
and baby-boomers who are 
underserved, which will af-
fect all of us.”
Although this is the first 
year for the LIFT Summit 
at Wright State, they are al-
ready planning to make this 
an annual event and will be-
gin scheduling for next year’s 
summit immediately after 
this year’s summit ends. 
“We are trying to introduce 
topics relevant to personal 
finance and a forum for dis-
cussion,” Akhbari said, “In 
addition to that we’re try-
ing to call attention to the 
need for financial advisors 
and the projected decreas-
ing availability of financial 
planners in the region be-
cause of the demographic 
shift.”
The summit will take place 
on March 27 from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. in the Student Union. 
Pre-registration has ended 
but those still wishing to at-
tend can pay $125 for the 
event.
“We are trying to in-
troduce topics relevant 
to personal finance and 
a forum for discussion,” 
Akhbari said.
“This is the first time 
in Wright State Police 
history that we’ve been 
on a regular rotation of 
cars.”
“We thought an annual 
symposium would be an 
excellent way to engage our 
alumni in the region and 
bring them to campus to 
enhance our undergraduate 
student experience.”
you can be a writer for the guardian!
submit your application to be a writer, 
photographer, designer, or ad rep in 014 
student union 
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Downtown Dayton will soon be host to a new 
fleet of bikes to borrow for 
residents partial to two-
wheeled travel.
The program is called Link, 
provided by Bike Miami Val-
ley and the Greater Dayton 
Regional Transit Authority 
as an alternate form of trans-
portation to vehicles and 
buses. 
According to the official 
LinkDayton website, “Link 
will provide users with a fun, 
safe, ac-
tive mode 
of trans-
portation 
in down-
town Day-
ton. Link 
can be 
used for 
short trips 
and errands to get around 
downtown - station to sta-
tion.”
The system will feature 
24 stations in the greater 
Downtown Dayton area and 
will have a fleet of 225 green 
Gas prices have been going 
down since July of last year 
but they may go even lower 
in the coming months.
The United States has been 
both producing and import-
ing our own oil for some time 
now, but for the past two 
months our country has been 
incurring an additional 1 mil-
lion barrels on average each 
day, which adds up to around 
8.4 million each week.
In July of 2014, crude oil 
barrels averaged at $100 
apiece, according to the NAS-
DAQ. As of March 2015, bar-
rels are going for an average 
of $50 apiece, though some-
times dropping down to the 
low 40s. 
According to Ed Morse, 
Downtown Dayton introduces bike sharing program in May
Gas prices in the USA
Dylan Dohner
News Editor
Dohner.6@wright.edu 
Olivia Rutherford
News Writer
Rutherford.24@wright.edu
Link bikes. Users can pur-
chase various memberships 
on LinkDayton.org that al-
lows them to check out bikes 
at a station kiosk. Bikes can 
be returned to any station. 
Users can also purchase 24 
hour $5 passes at the kiosks 
if they need a bike for a small 
period of time.
Online purchase options 
are $65 annual, $45 semester 
(120 day), or $30 monthly 
(30 day) memberships. Stu-
dents will receive 15% off 
annual memberships. 
M e m b e r -
ship users 
get unlimited 
30 minute 
c h e c k- o u t s 
from station 
to station. 
Any check-
out over 30 
minutes will 
incur addi-
tional fees. This system is 
designed for short trips that 
encourage sharing. 
Users can interact with 
the program via the accom-
panying free B-cycle Now 
app, which displays live bike 
the head of commodities re-
search at Citibank, U.S. crude 
oil could fall down to $20 
a barrel. In February 1997, 
when gas cost around $20.83 
a barrel, U.S. citizens were 
paying only $1.29 a gallon. As 
it is history, this could point 
towards expected gas prices 
in the coming months.
This plummet in the price 
for crude oil barrels is also 
due to the current demand 
for gas. The summertime 
weather and abundance 
of vacations increases the 
amount of gas being bought 
and thus helping to limit the 
supplies. 
What it comes down to is 
supply and demand. If there 
is no demand for a product, 
then the price that they can 
get away with selling it for 
decreases. If there is a de-
and station data for all cities 
using B-
cycle bike 
s h a r i n g 
s y s t e m s , 
inc luding 
Dayton. Us-
ers can see 
how many 
bikes are parked at a station 
and can toggle between near-
mand for a product and there 
is not enough to go around, 
the price tends to rise. 
If there is an abundance, 
or in this case an over-abun-
dance of the product, with a 
lower demand for it the price 
tends to plunge down. This 
is sometimes done in an ef-
fort to encourage consum-
ers to make their product a 
demand again, but is likely 
done because the product 
would be a stand-still at such 
a high price.
It is anticipated that the 
crude oil tanks will reach 
their operational limits by 
the end of April. The increase 
of driving by summertime 
travelers has been known to 
keep the levels from being as 
high.
To help with the capacity 
levels, new tanks are being 
constructed at the following 
locations: Cushing, Oklaho-
ma; Houston, Texas; and St. 
James, Louisiana. Although 
gas prices are expected to de-
crease in the coming months, 
oil companies seem less than 
likely to let them fall too low 
for the sake of their profits.
by stations and all of them. 
Executive 
director of 
Bike Miami 
Valley Lau-
ra Estandia 
is a bike 
commuter 
h e r s e l f . 
“Since bike shares have been 
shown to increase ridership 
in cities, I look forward to 
seeing more cyclists on the 
road,” Estandia said, “which 
will drive more infrastruc-
ture changes and improve-
ments that can make the 
roads safer for cyclists.”
The Link Bikes are locked 
in the stations and are locat-
ed in high traffic areas. “Theft 
is not a major concern,” Es-
tandia said.
Graphic by oliVia rutherford
“Since bike shares 
have been shown to 
increase ridership in 
cities, I look forward to 
seeing more cyclists on 
the road.”
Link bikes to connect citizens to downtown 
 “Link will provide users 
with a fun, safe, active 
mode of transportation 
in downtown Dayton.”
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Last weekend, , BE FREE 
Dayton took over Hillside 
Chapel in Beavercreek to 
host Safe and Sound.
Attendees were treated to 
a night out with dinner, fel-
lowship, raffle prizes, a silent 
auction and an informative 
program depicting the re-
alities of the sex trade in the 
United States and the Miami 
Valley. A victim of the sex 
trade shared her compelling 
testimony of rescue and re-
As a part of CELIA’s year-
long commemoration of the 
centennial of WWI, “A Long,
Long Way: Echoes of the 
Great War,” Wright State Uni-
versity played host last week 
to the 2014 -
2015 Distinguished Vis-
iting Artist Maestro Keith 
Lockhart.
Beginning with his first 
studies of the piano when 
he was just seven years 
old, Lockhart has become 
a world-renowned musical 
conductor whose musical 
career has spanned over de-
cades of diverse experience.
Today, Lockhart has con-
ducted the Boston Pops Or-
chestra for the past 19 sea-
sons, while also serving as 
the Artistic Director for the 
Brevard Music Center Sum-
mer Institute and Festival.
Since 2010, Lockhart has 
also served as the Principal 
Director of the BBC Con-
cert Orchestra, whose con-
certs have been broadcasted 
worldwide.
Wright State students and 
faculty were blown away by 
Lockhart’s impressive re-
sume, but his personality 
and direction were what set 
him apart.
“I think he’s got a fantastic 
combination of professional-
ism and relatability that gives 
his critiques weight without 
BE FREE Dayton raises trafficking 
awareness with Safe and Sound
War Requiem a hit with Lockhart
Adrienne Lohr
Features Writer
Lohr.8@wright.edu
Adrienne Lohr
Features Writer
Lohr.8@wright.edu
demption.
All proceeds from the event 
went toward BE FREE’s #Ho-
mes4Healing campaign, an 
initiative to raise funds that 
will be put towards the pur-
chase of four properties in 
the Dayton area that will be 
converted into safe houses. 
Oasis House, a Christian 
nonprofit organization that 
seeks to rescue women from 
the sex trade, will run the 
homes, providing rehabilita-
tion and aftercare for those 
in need of escape.
“An event like this allows 
crushing,” said senior Vocal 
Education major Brandon 
Hirkman.
During his short residency 
here at Wright State, Lock-
hart took the time to offer 
master classes to the school 
of music. 
“I really learned a lot by 
just observing and listening 
to Lockhart and his panel’s 
comments on the singers’ 
performances,” said sopho-
more Nursing major and Col-
legiate Chorale member Joe 
Harris.
Professor of music and di-
rector of Wright State’s Men’s 
Chorale James Tipps was ex-
cited about the positive feed-
back Lockhart and his panel-
ists gave to the university’s 
music students. “Maestro 
Lockhart has been very af-
firming and complimentary 
towards our students . . . The 
professional soloists men-
tioned that some of them 
[the students] really have 
professional careers ahead 
of them which is encourag-
ing,” he said.
To conclude his residency, 
Lockhart conducted Benja-
min Britten’s woeful War Re-
us to educate, inform, and 
mobilize the community to 
fight for the community. Not 
only will money be raised to 
build safe houses, but indi-
viduals will be rescued with 
the awareness we spread,” 
Nicole Doeringer, coordina-
tor of Safe and Sound and 
volunteer for BE FREE Day-
ton, said.
For more information on 
future events and ways to 
get involved in the abolition 
of the sex trade, visit http://
befreedayton.org.
quiem at the Schuster Cen-
ter in downtown Dayton on 
March 13 and 14. The large-
scale mass is set to war po-
etry by Wilfred Owen, inter-
twined with the Latin Mass 
of the Dead.
The performance featured 
the Dayton Philharmonic 
Orchestra and Chorus, the 
Kettering Children’s Choir, 
and choirs from Wright State 
University’s School of Music.
Wright State students have 
been rehearsed nonstop for 
this performance since Janu-
ary, and both students and 
faculty believe that their 
hard work has paid off. 
Prior to Friday night’s per-
formance, Hirkman said, “I 
think tonight’s performance 
will be one of the most musi-
cal I’ve been a part of, in no 
small part because Maestro 
Lockhart and Dr. Dahlman.”
Tipps is proud of all of the 
progress that his students 
have made with the piece. 
“We have really worked hard, 
and our singers are very well 
prepared.”
As the university bids Mae-
stro Lockhart adieu, it’s sure 
that his short time here has 
given students an experience 
that they’ll be able to take 
with them through their mu-
sic-filled life journeys.
“I’ve exceeded 
what I expected,” 
Hicks said. “I’m 
booked out well 
over two weeks 
now, which I 
would have never 
imagined.”
Finding an establish-ment where patrons 
are encouraged to commu-
nicate and share information 
can be difficult. Hicks’ Barber 
Shop is a store that harkens 
to the old days in atmosphere 
and style. 
“Hicks’ Barber Shop is a 
traditional barber that goes 
through tra-
ditional style 
haircuts. A lot 
of what we do 
is razor work,” 
said James 
Hicks, own-
er of Hicks’ 
Barber Shop. 
“That’s one 
of the things 
that separates 
barbering and 
hairstyling, we can actually 
wield a straight razor and 
put it to skin unlike standard 
cosmetologists who aren’t al-
lowed to do that.”
Opened for business for a 
year and a half on 16 Brown 
Street in Dayton, Hicks’ Bar-
ber Shop began after Hicks 
had been laid off from his job. 
“It goes back to the time 
when I was in the Marine 
Corps, when I was on ship,” 
Hicks said. “When we would 
go overseas we would 
have barbershops, but we 
wouldn’t have barbers, so 
we had to take care of each 
other. That got me into cut-
ting hair. It was one of those 
things that I put on the back 
burner for many years. Then, 
I got laid off from a job and 
had the opportunity to go to 
barber school. Now, here I 
am. I’m a barber now.”
In addition to giving clas-
sic haircuts, Hicks wants his 
shop to have a similar vibe 
to an old-fashioned barber 
shop.
“I didn’t want a television in 
here, because television cre-
ates too much static,” Hicks 
said. “People won’t interact 
with each other because they 
get locked into the television 
and ignore each other. What 
we have here is a low-level 
of music in the background 
and people pretty much talk 
Dayton’s Not Dead: Hicks’ Barber Shop
Adam Ramsey
Features Editor
Ramsey.55@wright.edu
to each other. That’s what I 
like, the communication that 
happens in here like it was 
traditionally back in the day, 
where men would go to bar-
ber shops to get their infor-
mation.”
When Hicks started bar-
bering in Brookville, Ohio 
two and a half years ago, he 
decided it was time to get 
branded and asked his friend 
Nate Stevens to 
do the job. Since 
Stevens had start-
ed, Hicks has been 
known as “The 
Bearded Barber,” 
and built a large 
following pretty 
quickly through 
social media that 
has aided in his 
success. 
“I’ve exceed-
ed what I expected,” Hicks 
said. “I’m booked out well 
over two weeks now, which 
I would have never imag-
ined. I couldn’t imagine be-
ing booked out more than a 
couple of days in advance let 
alone a couple of weeks. The 
response, the out pour, the 
draw to the shop it’s over-
whelming.”
Hicks also believes that his 
success can be attributed to 
the shop’s eclectic personal-
ity that appeals to a wide va-
riety of people, the attention 
that is paid to its customers 
and the honesty of its staff.
“I think part of it is that I’m 
a very realistic person,” Hicks 
said. “I let them know if it’s 
going to look bad on them. I 
have no problem telling them 
that’s not the best choice of 
haircut to make right now.”
Hicks encourages students 
that are interested in getting 
a haircut from the Bearded 
Barber, or to give them a shot 
despite the time it will take 
to get an appointment.
“Remember, that we’re a 
busy shop,” Hicks said. “If 
people call, don’t be swayed 
by the time you can get in. 
Just try to plan out when 
you’ll need your next hair-
cut. If you’d like to try out 
the shop, just plan a couple 
weeks in advance.”  
“Maestro Lockhart 
has been very affirm-
ing and complimen-
tary towards our 
students.”
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With the health risks smoking causes, 
people are looking for 
healthier ways to smoke, or 
easier ways to learn how to 
quit, leading to innovations 
within the smoking cessa-
tion market. Vaping, the act 
of inhaling vapors of liquid 
nicotine, has become a trend 
for nonsmokers and smokers 
alike, but what exactly is it?
“There’s a battery that 
goes into a device that holds 
liquid nicotine,” Adam Miller, 
co-owner of Gem City Vapes 
in Kettering, said. “The bat-
tery powers a heating ele-
ment that vaporizes the liq-
uid nicotine. It’s flavored and 
comes in thousands of differ-
ent flavors. That’s all it is, just 
vaporizing liquid nicotine.”
According to Miller, the 
liquid contains four ingre-
dients, nicotine, food grade 
flavoring, vegetable glycerin 
and propylene glycol, an or-
ganic compound that can be 
used in food processing. The 
liquids also come in vary-
ing nicotine levels, so many 
Vaping: A hobby on the rise
Adam Ramsey
Features Editor
Ramsey.55@wright.edu
smokers use vaping to wean 
themselves off of cigarettes. 
There are claims from both 
vaping critics and support-
ers, saying that it is healthier 
than or just as bad as ciga-
rettes. However, Miller be-
lieves that no one can make 
any of those claims.
“Really, no one can say that 
it’s safer or not safer,” Miller 
said, “because there are no 
studies out there that say ei-
ther way. There are a lot of 
reports of people that say it’s 
not safer, but they’re not giv-
ing you the full story behind 
their studies. At the same 
time, I can’t say it’s safer, it’s 
just an alternative to smok-
ing.”
Thomas Bacher, co-owner 
of Gem City Vapes, believes 
vaping has been beneficial 
for him.
“You can’t really say that 
it’s a healthy alternative to 
smoking, but for me, com-
ing from smoking two packs 
of cigarettes a day to vaping, 
you don’t wake up coughing 
your lungs out,” Bacher said. 
“I feel a lot better with vap-
ing, as opposed to smoking 
cigarettes.”
Even though Miller says 
that he can not confirm the 
safety of vaping, he is con-
fident in its ability to help 
those that are seeking a 
cheap way to quit smoking, 
estimating that at the cost of 
two cigarette packs, a person 
could buy enough liquid to 
last four to five days.
It is possible to buy liquid 
that doesn’t contain any nic-
otine, and according to Mill-
er, vaping is a trend among 
smokers and nonsmokers 
alike in different parts of the 
country, and attributes this 
to the myriad of flavors avail-
able, as well as the fact that it 
is simply trending. 
“I’ve worked for a couple 
different vaping companies,” 
Miller said. “It’s different ev-
erywhere you go. In Califor-
nia, everybody vapes just to 
do it. Even people that don’t 
smoke just vape and do zero 
percent nicotine. In different 
states, it’s used purely for 
smoking cessation, similar 
to what you’d see in Ohio. 
If you’re in college, a lot of 
people do it just because it’s 
a trend.”
Bacher stated that he rare-
ly sees people enter his store 
looking for nicotine-free liq-
uid, but does see a wide vari-
ety of people. 
“We do have a lot of young 
men from 18 to 30 come in 
often,” Bacher said, “ but I’ve 
had a couple of older couples 
in their 80’s. It’s a pretty big 
spread of people that do it. 
There’s a variety.”
Miller encourages smokers 
to investigate what vaping 
can do for them.
“Anyone that smokes, I rec-
ommend they try it out,” Mill-
er said. “I confidently believe 
that if someone smokes and 
they want to quit and they 
give vaping a shot, I think it 
will work for them.”
How does the typical American college ex-
perience compare to other 
nations? What are the im-
pressions made by America 
on international students? I 
sat with two Iraqi students 
to find out.
Bilal Abdulhammed, grad-
uate student in telecommu-
nications engineering, and 
Ali Hassan, graduate student 
of mathematics, both com-
pleted their bachelor’s de-
grees in Iraq and have expe-
rienced collegiate life in both 
cultures. 
“[The college experience in 
the U.S. and Iraq] are differ-
ent and similar at the same 
time,” Hassan said.
According to Hassan and 
Abdulhammed, both Ameri-
can and Iraqi colleges teach 
LEAP Student Spotlight
Adam Ramsey
Features Editor
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through lecture. However, 
that is where similarities in 
education end.
“Everything is serious in 
Iraq,” Hassan said. “There are 
no workshop-style classes, 
there are no games or activi-
ties. Iraqi classes aren’t very 
fun. Students just sit in the 
class and watch the teacher 
explain the material.”
“In Iraq, you can’t interrupt 
the lecture,” Abdulhammed 
added. “If you have a ques-
tion you must wait until the 
lecture is over before you can 
ask questions.”
The change in teaching 
styles proved beneficial for 
Hassan, but he states that 
his college experience in Iraq 
might differ with another 
student from his homeland.
“It does make it easier to 
learn, but not all universities 
in Iraq are the same. There 
are others that might take 
learning styles from America 
and apply them to their cur-
riculum.”
Outside of education, there 
are differences in buying and 
selling as well.
“Paying for items at the 
market is different in Iraq,” 
Abdulhammed said. “When 
we go to the bazaar, we can 
only pay in cash. Here, we 
can use credit cards. Also, 
items are cheaper in Iraq.”
Some of the difficulties Ab-
dulhammed and Hassan 
have faced since liv-
ing here for the past 
two months include 
struggling with the 
language barrier and 
more.
“We haven’t been in 
the snow before,” Hassan 
said. “In Iraq, all the weather 
is just hot and warm. Here, 
there’s a lot of snow and 
cold. Also, if you want food 
from Iraq, you can’t really get 
it here.”
One thing that remained 
mostly the same are movie 
theaters.
“The only difference be-
tween 
t h e 
m o v -
ies here 
and the mov-
ies in Iraq is that here, there 
aren’t any subtitles,” Abdul-
hammed said. “They’re the 
same movies.”
When asked what their 
favorite part of America 
was, Abdulhammed and 
Hassan jokingly said “ev-
erything,” but they said 
that they would encour-
age friends and fam-
ily members to visit, if 
given the chance.
“My favorite thing 
about this place is that 
when you live here, it feels 
like you’re living with 
family. Every teach-
er is your friend 
and they just 
want to 
help you, so 
it’s pretty 
amazing,” 
H a s s a n 
said.
Comparing collegiate life between Iraq and the USA
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1. Check your Wright 
State email account.
2. Take the survey sent to 
you from eduOutcomes.
Take the Campus Climate S
urvey 
on gender-based violence
 
and harassment. 
Wright State University is
 committed to providing 
a safe and respectful env
ironment for all students.
 
This survey is one of man
y initiatives we are 
implementing to help pre
vent sexual violence, 
support students affecte
d by such acts, and 
hold student violators ac
countable. 
Contact Dr. Gary Dickstein
 at 
Gary.Dickstein@wright.e
du 
for more information.
❏
❏
✓
✓
“i enjoy softball 
and yo-yos.”
-john Klaassen
“i liKe to ride my biKe.” 
-jazzmin abernathy
“i play baseball.” 
-zach Weatherford
“i taKe my doG to the reserVe.” 
-jennifer Gibson
“i liKe to Go on runs.” 
-eric moore
“i enjoy sittinG on a 
blanKet and readinG 
a booK.” -cassidy 
ducKett
“i liKe playinG softball and taG.” 
-mary farroW
“i liKe to rocK climb.” 
-james smith
What do you enjoy doinG on a Warm sprinG day?
9www.theguardianonline.comfacebook.com/theguardianonline March 18, 2015@wsuguardian
9
Dayton | Eaton | Englewood | Huber Heights | Mason | Online
BEST ROAD TO YOUR FUTURE
Summer@SINCLAIR
Get Ahead. Catch Up. 
WWW.SINCLAIR.EDU/SUMMER
Make the most of your summer: earn credits at Sinclair. Check out 
available courses and ask your advisor how Sinclair courses can 
transfer back to Wright State University. Take 8- or 12-week classes 
at one of our convenient locations or online.
LEARN MORE WWW.SINCLAIR.EDU/SUMMER
Summer Full Term: May 18–August 9 • Summer B Term: June 15–August 9
AM Management  
Summer Work Program 
 
FREE housing in a select building with 
FULL-TIME employment 
 
LIMITED POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
Previous summer employees must reapply 
 
HOUSEKEEPING POSITIONS - cleaning, bed 
configurations, floors, etc 
OFFICE POSITIONS - data entry and auditing 
GROUNDS POSITIONS - mowing, mulch, 
fertilizing, grounds pick-up, etc 
MAINTENANCE POSITIONS - parts runner, light 
maintenance tasks, etc 
 
Check out our website! 
www.wright.edu/housing/amsummer 
 
You may apply online, or pick up an 
application at any of the community offices or 
the Office of Residence Services.  Applications 
are due no later than  
Tuesday, March 24, 2015 at 4:00pm 
 
For further information, please contact Housing 
Maintenance at 775-4141. 
TweeTs of 
The week
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It is not business as usual for Wright State’s men’s ten-
nis team. Todd Tucker, WSU’s 
interim head coach who took 
over last summer after serving 
for a year as an assistant, is in 
the process of implementing 
changes.
The changes, Tucker said, are 
focused on improving the fit-
ness of his squad, who starts 
Horizon League play Saturday. 
The Raiders enter conference 
play with a 7-9 record.
This is Tucker’s first year as a 
Division I head coach. He spent 
11 years as a volunteer assis-
tant under his brother at Ohio 
State.
“We had to play catch up,” 
Tucker said. “We aren’t there 
yet. But we’re very, very close.”
The Raiders are well balanced 
between upperclassmen and 
underclassmen. WSU has six 
juniors and seniors and eight 
freshmen and sophomores. 
WSU’s five seniors have helped 
the transition for the coach, said 
Tucker.
“It was good because of 
those seniors and because they 
helped me,” Tucker said. “I chal-
lenged the seniors because I 
knew it was coming and they 
took it upon themselves to help 
Men’s tennis: Raiders adjusting to change going into HL play
Justin Boggs
Sports Editor
Boggs.59@wright.edu
and appreciated what I was try-
ing to do.
“We have had some setbacks 
with injuries,” Tucker added. 
“We have a good group of listen-
ers and they take everything in, 
they’re just like a sponge and 
take everything in. It has speed-
ed up the process.” 
Wright State is coming off a 
7-0 win over Eastern Illinois on 
Monday. The Raiders won all 
three doubles sets and WSU was 
victorious in straight sets in all 
six singles matches Monday. 
Monday’s win broke a three-
game losing streak. WSU lost 
last weekend at Duquesne and 
Saint Francis. 
“I don’t care about the wins 
and losses, I just care if we got 
better and it was the guys’ best 
match,” Tucker said. “And then 
we followed that up with a good 
GREEN BAY, Wis - Wright State (25-8) attempted 
to defend its Horizon League 
Championship at the Kress Cen-
ter on Sunday, but fell short in 
an 86-77 overtime loss to Wis-
consin-Green Bay (28-4). 
WSU’s season continues as it 
was selected Monday night for 
the WNIT with a first-round 
matchup against Toledo Friday 
night.
The Raiders failed to repeat 
as champions and return to 
the NCAA Tournament but set 
a tournament scoring record 
in their 99-87 victory over 
Cleveland State in the semifinal 
round last Friday.  WSU also had 
three players make the Horizon 
Women’s basketball: Raiders begin WNIT play 
Lee Barker III
Sports Writer
Barker.94@wright.edu
League All-Tournament team.  
“I’m proud of my girls,” Wright 
State guard Tay’ler Mingo said, 
who was named the league’s 
regular season Player of the 
Year.  “They played really, really 
good; it just wasn’t in our favor. I 
thought overall we did what we 
were supposed to.”
Horizon League All-Tourna-
ment Team
Mingo averaged 25.7 points 
per game in the tournament 
with 27 points in each of the last 
two games.  She posted double-
doubles in the first two games 
and averaged 9.33 assists per 
game for the tournament.  She 
had 10 assists in the semifinals 
last Friday versus Cleveland 
State, which was enough to set a 
WSU single-season record with 
185.
“I just look to attack, attack, 
attack,” said Mingo.  “Once I see 
the open player I kick it and 
they hit shots.”
WSU junior forward Symone 
Denham came into the tourna-
ment averaging 5.9 points per 
game for the season, but record-
ed career highs in points in the 
first two rounds. She scored 15 
against Oakland in the quarter-
finals and 19 against Cleveland 
State.  
“I think I realized how impor-
tant it is,” said Denham.  “With 
Kim (Demmings) going out, we 
needed to fill that void.  It hap-
pened kind of slow but I’d say 
everyone is pretty proud.  It 
happened at the right time.”
Senior forward Breanna 
photo courtesy of justin boGGs
“I can’t be more 
proud of the energy 
and the belief of this 
group.” 
Stucke averaged 14.3 points 
per game in the Horizon League 
Championships along with 
7.7 rebounds per game.  In the 
quarterfinals, she was 4-5 from 
behind the arc with 14 points 
and against Cleveland State, she 
posted a double-double with 
11 points and 10 rebounds.  In 
the finals, Stucke drained four 
3-pointers leading to 18 points.  
“We have a good bunch,” WSU 
head coach Mike Bradbury said. 
“They stick together and fight 
for each other.  I told them that’s 
what I’m most proud of.”
Stanton sets rebounds re-
cord
Senior forward Tayler Stan-
ton snagged her 347th rebound 
of the season during the finals 
against Green Bay setting a 
single-season school record. 
She ranked second in the con-
ference with 10.8 rebounds per 
game in the regular season and 
averaged 8.7 in the tournament. 
She currently ranks fourth in 
career rebounds for WSU and is 
46 away from the record set by 
Lori Collins in 1995.
Van der Keijl perfect
Sophomore center Richelle 
van der Keijl made all nine field 
goals she attempted in the con-
ference tournament.  She has 
shown efficiency all season long 
for the Raiders shooting 62.0, 
which would be enough to set a 
WSU single-season record.
win over Eastern Illinois. A lot 
of times, they worry about wins 
and losses. We have to worry 
about getting better, which 
leads to wins.”
Senior Lauri Mikikalli has led 
the Raiders with a 9-0 record in 
singles play to start the season. 
Mikikalli has played in the bot-
tom of the lineup for most of the 
season, but on Monday, played 
in the No. 2 singles slot for the 
first time all season. He easily 
dispatched his opponent from 
Eastern Illinois 6-1, 6-0.
Tucker has not used Mikikalli 
at the top of the lineup as often 
because he had a wrist injury at 
the end of last season.
“He’ll probably go down as 
one of the top three players to 
come through Wright State,” 
Tucker said. “He is a huge, huge 
talent and he is a huge leader.”
lauri miKiKalli plays aGainst eastern illinois
11www.theguardianonline.comfacebook.com/theguardianonline March 18, 2015@wsuguardian
11SPORTS
Photo by Justin BoggsLuke Mamer
Wright State senior pitch-er Luke Mamer has 
been a Jack-of-all-trades for the 
Raiders’ pitching staff the last 
four years. The 6-foot-5 right-
hander from Springfield’s Ken-
ton Ridge High School hopes he 
is in a role that he can master.
Mamer threw six shutout in-
nings Sunday afternoon, help-
ing the Raiders to a three-game 
sweep over Oakland to open 
Horizon League play 3-0.  WSU 
has won five-straight games.
Mamer’s role in the rotation 
got a bump after staff ace Robby 
Sexton suffered an elbow injury. 
Wright State head coach Greg 
Lovelady said that Sexton’s sea-
son is likely over, as the junior 
needs Tommy John surgery. The 
rehab for pitchers who have 
Tommy John surgery can take 
over a year.
“As a pitcher, we have to be 
ready to pitch whenever time is 
called, and that is how I go about 
it,” Mamer said. “Somebody gets 
hurt, I just need to be ready.”
Mamer has filled in as a week-
end starter along with getting 
mid-week starts and coming out 
of the bullpen in the past. Mam-
Baseball: Springfield’s Mamer 
steps up for Wright State
Justin Boggs
Sports Editor
Boggs.59@wright.edu
er’s goal is to stay as a weekend 
starter, being one of WSU’s top 
three in the rotation.
“He has done it for four years 
and really stepped up last 
year and did the same thing,” 
Lovelady said. “It was midway 
through the year, he made some 
midweek starts, and then all of 
a sudden was in the weekend 
rotation.”
Sunday marked Mamer’s sec-
ond start of the season. In his 
first start of the year on March 
8 versus Missouri State, Mam-
er took a no-decision after he 
threw 5 2/3 innings, allowing 
just one run.
Mamer’s start Sunday fol-
lowed solid performances from 
starting pitchers Jesse Schol-
tens and Travis Swaney. The duo 
combined to allow three runs in 
over 11 total innings for a pair 
of Raider wins on Saturday.
“All week, we have done a 
great job on the mound,” Love-
lady said. “Just really competed 
well and kept pitches down. Do 
those type of things, you give 
yourself to a chance to be suc-
cessful.”
After Mamer started in six 
games out of 13 appearances 
last season for Wright State, 
Mamer continued his season 
by leading the pitching staff of 
the Champion City Kings in his 
hometown. Mamer made 10 
starts, compiling a 6-3 record 
with a team-best 2.26 ERA in 
the Prospects League, which 
is comprised of top collegiate 
baseball players from predomi-
“All week, we have 
done a great job on 
the mound,” Lovelady 
said. 
Raider Spotlight: Twins 
join forces for WSU
When given the op-portunity to split up, 
twin sisters Kate and Libby 
Pfeffer decided to stick to-
gether. The Pfeffers still play 
together at Wright State after 
spending their 
high school 
years at North-
mont together. 
“I think it 
was just a 
great choice for both of us. 
We didn’t sell ourselves as a 
package deal when we were 
getting recruited, but I think 
the whole time we both knew 
that we wanted to go to the 
same school,” WSU catcher 
Kate Pfeffer said.
Growing up, softball and 
baseball were a staple for the 
Pfeffers with their aunt be-
ing a coach and most of their 
cousins playing as well.
“Our whole family is 
sports-oriented and that’s a 
big bond that we all have. We 
have cousins that play foot-
ball, but we’re the first soft-
ball collegiate athletes,” Lib-
by Pfeffer said, the Raiders’ 
starting second baseman. 
The Pfeffers push each 
other competitively, during 
practices and in the class-
room. 
“I think just having each 
other, we always have some-
one to go out and throw with 
or go out and front toss to us 
or hit us ground balls. If one 
of us didn’t want to go out 
and practice than the other 
would be like, ‘We’re going 
outside’,” Libby Pfeffer said.
Though Kate is a second 
baseman and Libby is a 
catcher, that does not stop 
them from learning from 
each other on the field.
“I think she’s interested 
in learning what I know at 
second base,and I’m always 
interested to hear what she’s 
learning when she’s catch-
ing. It’s a good mix,” Kate 
Pfeffer said.
When the Pfeffers arrived 
at WSU, Kate would often 
speak for Libby, but they’ve 
started to develop their own 
voices, according to head 
coach Lynn Curylo.
“Because they play two 
d i f f e r e n t 
positions I 
get to work 
with them 
in two dif-
ferent posi-
tions,” Curylo said. “It’s nice 
to see them have their own 
voice sometimes and see 
the strength that Libby does 
have in terms of her opinion 
and what she thinks is right.”
Libby Pfeffer leads WSU in 
key offensive categories with 
13 homeruns and a .345 av-
erage. Though she might be 
known more as the natural 
athlete, playing collegiate 
softball can be a grind no 
matter how athletic a person 
is, according to Curylo. 
“Some of the greatest mo-
ments I like to see are even 
somebody like Libby who’s 
been known to be such ex-
cellent athlete in high school 
to be challenged and see her 
work through it when she’s 
so used to seeing things 
come naturally,” Curylo said. 
Kate Pfeffer proved she was 
capable of being a threat in 
box for WSU with the team’s 
second-best hitting average 
at .333 last season. 
“What I like to see Kate do 
is when she does learn that 
advanced skill it’s nice to see 
her be proud that she was 
able to accomplish it,” Curylo 
said. “She’s able to raise her 
game as well.” 
The Pfeffers look to be dual 
contributors and help car-
ry Wright State, which was 
picketed to finish first in the 
Horizon League this season, 
to the NCAA softball tourna-
ment.
Alan Hieber
Contributing Sports Writer
Hieber.2@wrigh.edu
“We didn’t sell our-
selves as a package 
deal.”
nantly the Midwest.
“It was awesome getting to 
play in front of the hometown 
again, a lot of friends and fam-
ily came out,” Mamer said. “It is 
a good organization there. The 
organization made it fun, and 
it was awesome to be back in 
Springfield.”
It was the first season that 
the Kings joined the Prospects 
League. By the end of the sum-
mer, Mamer’s Kings were draw-
ing capacity crowds to Carleton 
Davidson Stadium, a ballpark 
20 miles northeast of Wright 
State’s campus.
“It is a good baseball commu-
nity and it turned out to be very 
good,” Mamer said. “We had 
good turnouts and I think they 
are going to make it a lot better 
next year.”
Mamer said he sold two of 
his WSU teammates, outfielder 
Brad Macciocchi and pitcher 
Jacob Burk, on the opportunity 
of playing summer baseball in 
Springfield. 
Bunts
Senior second baseman Mi-
chael Timm is on a nine-game 
hitting streak… Sinclair Commu-
nity College transfer Mitch Ro-
man, WSU’s everyday shortstop, 
is on a five-game hitting streak 
dating back to the Raiders’ win 
over Xavier last Wednesday. 
Roman is leading the Horizon 
League with 23 hits… WSU im-
proved its all time conference 
record over Oakland to 9-0.
have a question about wsu sports?
email our sports editor Justin boggs with your 
questions at boggs.59@wright.edu
What is so appeal-ing about climbing 
rocks in the first place? Se-
nior marketing major and 
Program and Trip Leader 
Manager of the Outdoor 
Recreation Center, Gregory 
Gammon gives us a look into 
what rock climbing is like.
 Climbing consistently 
for the past three and a half 
years, Gammon has partici-
pated in outings as well as 
competitions in rock climb-
ing, seeking the thrills that 
only come when one faces 
the possibility of bodily 
harm.
 “If it was 100 percent safe 
every time, I wouldn’t be at-
tracted to it,” Gammon said. 
“That risk makes it more ex-
citing.”
 The kind of climbing Gam-
mon participates in is called 
“bouldering,” where the 
climber traverses rock faces 
free of ropes. The only pro-
R is for Rock climbing
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tection climbers have from 
the elements are a crash pad 
and a spotter that helps to 
guide their partner to the 
mat to avoid injury in the 
event of a fall.
 When asked about the 
danger of it, Gammon ex-
plained that there is not 
much to worry about.
 “As long as you take the 
reasonable precautions, 
it’s not terribly dangerous,” 
Gammon said. “Obviously 
there’s a level of uncertainty 
whenever you do anything 
outdoors. That’s what makes 
it more enjoyable.”
 According to Gammon, 
climbers spend the winter 
months training indoors to 
bring their best during the 
warm weather when some 
climbers are without the 
safety of a gym or to perform 
well at competitions.
 There are different paths 
or “routes” climbers can 
choose to complete in a com-
petition, ranging from begin-
ner to expert, according to 
Gammon.
 “Usually scoring is based 
off of how difficult the route 
is that [the climbers] com-
plete,” Gammon said. “What-
ever the most difficult route 
that you complete is, that’s 
the one that will be added 
to your score, so you’ll usu-
ally try the hardest route that 
you can climb. Then the next 
thing the take into consider-
ation is how quickly you can 
climb it.”
 However, if the climber 
fails to complete their route 
and falls, there is a predeter-
mined number of points that 
the judges deduct from your 
A vow of silence is usu-ally a sort of shift in 
lifestyle one hears about in 
monk culture, or for some-
one secluded in a cabin deep 
in the Appalachian Moun-
tains. 
Andrew Schieltz, currently 
studying business manage-
ment at The Ohio State Uni-
versity, undertook exactly 
this life of quietude back in 
the fall of 2013. For several 
months, Schieltz refrained 
from speaking to anybody-
-his friends, family and even 
to himself. 
“It was easier than you 
would think, but it was hard-
er than you’d think, too,” 
Schieltz said. 
The idea originated in 
July 2013 when Schieltz was 
struck in the chin by a way-
ward baseball during a game 
and underwent a procedure 
to have his jaw wired shut. 
He was still able to eat via a 
tube that snaked its way into 
an opening in the corner of 
his mouth. He was, however, 
Q is for Quiet: An accident grows into a steadfast vow 
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unable to speak clearly for six 
weeks, and eventually opted 
to stop talking altogether.
When the wiring was re-
moved, Schieltz considered 
a few things. “It was really 
calming not to have an obli-
gation to speak to anybody,” 
he said. “I don’t know, it was 
freeing in a way.”
Schieltz then considered 
what an extended period of 
silence on his behalf would 
feel like and how it would 
affect his lifestyle and the re-
lationships to those around 
him. He said goodbye to his 
own voice a month after the 
wiring came out and started 
his six-month silence at the 
end of September 2013. 
Schieltz is known for his 
unusual forays into strange 
social experiments. One year 
he embarked on a week-long 
“Candid Compliment Run,” 
when passing total strangers 
on the street and on his cam-
pus he would pay a random 
compliment and then record 
his feelings of positivity at 
the end of the day.
The first difficulty Schieltz 
noted at the outset of what he 
deemed “The Silent Six” was, 
as he expected, communica-
tion. Though he informed 
family and friends prior, 
they still felt frustrated with 
Schieltz when he wouldn’t 
respond to absolutely any-
thing they wished to speak 
with him about. 
“It was very hard to get 
used to,” said Schieltz’s sis-
ter Kelli. “Mom, Dad, Erin 
and I had to text Andy if we 
wanted something from him. 
I remember turning to him 
in the living room and asking 
what day his next [baseball] 
game was, and he just point-
ed to his phone and smiled. 
He meant I had to text him.”
The digital world-text, 
Facebook instant messenger, 
and skype messenger-was 
Schieltz’s primary mode of 
communication during the 
Silent Six. 
“People kept joking about 
the whole thing and messed 
with me whenever I was with 
them,” Schieltz said. In re-
sponse, he said, he secluded 
himself more from his social 
circles to deal with the exper-
iment with more ease. That 
was another foreseen side-
effect of it all: the loneliness.
“I had literally nobody 
to talk to,” Schieltz said. 
“I couldn’t just walk up to 
somebody and start speak-
ing with them in a normal 
conversational way. It had to 
be slow, and awkward.” 
Other complications in-
cluded difficulties with his 
job as a financial assistant 
in the university. These were 
the only moments where he 
had to break his vow. “But 
I mean, of course,” Schieltz 
said. “I didn’t want my thing 
to get me fired.”
Other than that, he said, 
that was it. And he upheld 
his vow, all the way to mid-
March 2014. 
“It was really strange to 
move back into that kind of 
communicative lifestyle,” 
Schieltz said, recalling times 
immediately after ending the 
vow where he would instinc-
tively go for his phone when 
he wanted to speak to his dad 
from across the room.  
Schieltz listed the benefits 
of his vocal hiatus as follows: 
clarity of mind and thoughts 
(thus making his research 
projects much easier to tear 
through, with the added bo-
nus of minimal outside dis-
tractions), more time in se-
clusion to finish schoolwork 
and create more strange ex-
periments, and more careful 
control of his word choice, 
given that he hated instant 
messaging and text chatting.
When asked why ultimate-
ly he did this, Schieltz said: 
“I just wanted to. That’s why 
I do all these weird things.” 
However, he says he likely 
won’t do it again.
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overall score.
 Gammon states that rock 
climbing can be a good physi-
cal outlet that can lead to a 
healthier lifestyle, even if a 
person does not have a high 
level of fitness.
“No matter what your 
physical fitness level is, it’s 
easy to get started in climb-
ing,” Gammon said. “There 
are beginner routes and ex-
pert routes, so you can start 
wherever your range is. An-
other thing is that it’s a full 
body workout. If you have 
strong legs, you can use your 
legs more. If you have strong 
arms, you can use your arms 
more, or if you have a strong 
core, you can use your core 
more. You can uses what 
you’ve been blessed with and 
go from there and try to im-
prove your level of fitness.”
 In addition to physical 
benefits, Gammon claims 
that he reaps mental benefits 
as well.
 “You get to lose yourself in 
nature, so it’s mind clearing, 
which I really like,” Gammon 
said. “You enter into a slow 
pace, not only when you’re 
hiking, but when you’re 
climbing. That’s all you’re 
really worried about. It has 
physical benefits, but it’s also 
mentally and emotionally 
relaxing. When you’re climb-
ing and you’re worried about 
falling, it makes every other 
issue in your life less impor-
tant.”
 Gammon recommends 
that students interested in 
rock climbing should start 
in a gym, like the wall in the 
WSU Student Union as well 
as in places like Dayton’s Ur-
ban Krag, Cincinnati’s Rock 
Quest and Columbus’ Verti-
cal Adventures. If students 
are interested taking their 
climbing to nature, they can 
check out John Bryan park 
near Yellow Springs, or take 
a day trip to Red River Gorge 
in Kentucky.
“If it was 100 
percent safe every 
time, I wouldn’t 
be attracted to 
it,” Gammon said. 
“That risk makes it 
more exciting.”
